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the Arterial: 
Safe Streets are
Great Streets 



Fatalities The Big Picture
The National Picture
Vehicle crash fatalities 
• Just in 2012: 30,800
• On par with gun-related deaths and 3x 

greater than gun-related homicides
• Bicycles and Pedestrians = 12.6% of fatal 

crashes

Los Angeles
An average of 82 pedestrians are killed in 
collisions with motor vehicles per year, 
accounting for 44% of all deaths from traffic 
crashes in the city.

3rd leading cause of preventable death in LA 
County, single highest for children under 4.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2012, there were 30,800 vehicle crash fatalities which is roughly equal to gun related deaths including suicide, or three times higher than gun-related homicides. The Federal Highway Traffic Safety Administration data indicated that bicyclists and pedestrians accounted for 12.6% of all traffic fatalities.
 
The perception of safety is one of the most important factors in choosing bicycle as a travel mode. In 2001, bicyclists in the United States had 12 times more fatalities than drivers per mile traveled.  In Los Angeles, between 2009 and 2011 During this period, Los Angeles had 14 pedestrian deaths per 10,000 people that walk to work, and 4.3 bicycle deaths per 10,000 people that bike to work.




Design Speed vs. Operating Speed

If we all followed the rules:

Wide streets are 
designed to 
accommodate higher 
speeds than posted

Operating vehicles at 
high speeds creates 
unsafe conditions for 
everyone
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The Impacts of Travel Speed on Human Life
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5% fatal

40% fatal 80% fatal

30 MPH

40 MPH

Oscar Toledo Jr. was a victim of a hit and run
at 47th and Normandie

Photo: Sahra Sulaiman/Streetsblog LA

At 55 MPH 
99% of pedestrian 
collisions are fatal



Parthenia Study Corridors Collisions



Road Diets A Solution for Safety

Standard 4-3 Road Diet
• Throughput increased to 100%
• Emergency Vehicles now have use 

of center lane

Graphic: Cullen McCormick



Road Diets Yield New Opportunity

BENEFITS

• Reduced vehicle 
speeds

• Improved mobility 
and access

• Reduced collisions 
and injuries

• Improved livability 
and quality of life

Metro Jacksonville

West 76th Street, New York City



Safety in Numbers

Photo: Flying Pigeon



Examples in Other Cities

NEW YORK CITY
Goals
• Design for safety
• Design for all users of the street
• Design great public spaces

Metrics
• Crash and injury rates for all users
• Volume of vehicles, transit riders, 

bicyclists, and pedestrians
• Traffic speed and travel times
• Economic vitality and business
• growth
• User satisfaction
• Environmental and public health

Adapted from Measuring the Street: New Metrics for 21st Century Streets
(New York City DOT)

New York City DOT



Los Angeles Road Diets

YORK BL REVIVAL
• Standard 4-3 Road Diet
• Study revealed no negative impact 

on local business retail sales 
(McCormick 2012)

COLORADO BL 
COMPLETE STREET
• Buffered Bike lane implementation
• Pedestrian improvements 
• Full study of safety and economic 

impacts of road reconfiguration 
under way



Safe Streets Study Corridors

Current 
Study 
corridors



Proposed Cross Section: Parthenia Street

from Topanga  Canyon Blvd to Lurline Ave – 65’ width
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